NAMIBIA GUIDED SELF DRIVE ADVENTURE | 20 Days

Guided 4x4 Self Drive Adventure
– Namibia Photography –
Escorted by Ray Martin and John Wiseman
It is hard to imagine a country that offers more variety for photography than Namibia. Epic landscapes,
abundant wildlife, friendly people and some of the most remote wilderness left in the world await you.
Your mentors Ray Martin and John Wiseman look forward to enhancing your photographic skills tailored to
your specific goals.
This adventure utilises 4x4s to take us into remote areas that few tourists ever see. We’ll tick off the
“iconic” destinations like Etosha National Park and the largest free standing sand dunes in the world (often
referred to as Sossusvlei) and we will see more tourists in these “must see” locations, but then our route
will take us on tracks that, in 10 years of operating these tours, we have seldom seen another vehicle.
This is a 4x4 tour with sand, bull dust, rocky conditions and some water crossings. The skills required are a
driver’s license and a good dollop of common sense. Some 4x4 experience would be recommended.
The tour is camping-based, however, there will be eight nights of accommodation throughout the trip. Even
when we are camping, your breakfast and dinner will be catered for, so that you can maximise your time
behind the lens. Lunches will mainly be picnics from groceries you stock in your fully camping equipped
4x4 with fridge and all the picnic gear and bedding you need.
Is it safe? Namibia enjoys one of the smallest populations in the world, and it is economically and politically
stable and receives the lowest travel warning that the Australian Government grants which is “exercise
normal precautions”.
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Overview of Route – approx. 2,500km
Highlights of this adventure include: Etosha National Park with its massive salt pan lined with waterholes
attracting abundant game; remote river beds through canyons and where game roams without fences;
spend time with the dramatic Himba tribe of Koakoland (the least sparsely populated region of Namibia);
vast open plains; the amazing prehistoric Welwitschia plants up to 2,000 years old; incredible geological
landscapes; painted deserts; the Skeleton coast; and the highest free standing sand dunes in the world.
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Your Mentors
Ray Martin is the most highly-acclaimed TV personality in Australian history –
with five Gold Logies, countless Silver and People’s Choice Awards, an Order
of Australia, a Journalist Hall of Fame Award, along with an Honorary
Doctorate from Sydney University.
He’s even had his face on a Post Office stamp.
He’s been everywhere. Interviewed everybody. (Except the Queen. Although,
he’s met both her & the Pope.)
Instantly recognised in front of the camera, what few people realise is that
Ray’s been taking photos himself, almost as long as he’s been a journalist. Let’s
say… more than fifty years!
What started out as a quiet hobby with a range of basic film cameras
has become, by his own admission, “a bit of an obsession”, playing
around with some of the finest cameras on the market.
“If I don’t get to take photos for more than a few days”, he confesses,
“I end up grabbing the camera & snapping flowers in the front
garden. Or the dog. It’s that bad.”
“Ray’s World”, is a best-selling collection of his photographs –
published by MUP. He’s had a number of public showings in recent
years, including a one-man exhibition at Ken Duncan’s famous Central Coast gallery & a joint exhibition at
the highly prized Biennale in Ballarat which opened in August 2019.
He has also hosted the first two years of the highly popular Aperture Photography Conference in Sydney’s
Exhibition Centre.
Ray is proud to have done professional
assignments for Panasonic, Canon & Fuji
cameras.
He simply loves ‘talking photos’, as well as
taking them’ – everything from street
photography to landscape, portraits and even
patterns & colours from aircraft windows at
37,000 feet. That’s become a specialty of his.
Ray insists - “This self-drive journey through the wonders of Namibia will be fun, it’s guaranteed you’ll take
some cracker photos and if people don’t improve their skills…well, it won’t be for lack of ideas.”
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John Wiseman is an avid photographer collecting stunning images while
travelling around the world. In Ecuador, he conquered the art of photography
and was a recent finalist in the Epson NSW Professional Photographer Awards –
Nature Category 2019.
Capturing exotic birds and big game has now become his passion, and John has
committed himself full time to his wildlife photography.
Like many others, his initial interest was stimulated by the wonderfully generous
and talented Ken Duncan, who shares his knowledge and enthusiasm for
capturing stunning images of the world around us in a way that also captivates
the photographer.
John’s fascination with landscapes naturally evolved to the wildlife
we share these wonderful places with. Landscape photography
taught him to look up, look down and to be patient. In developing
that discipline, especially patience, John discovered another world,
wildlife photography.

“The intoxicating excitement of the animals of Africa; the size,
beauty and grace of these creatures and the love of the chase.
The reward for the sometimes-thrilling patience is the delivery
of that satisfying moment in time. And to know, that for the
subject, nothing has changed. I have just intruded for a rare
moment. The concentration through the viewfinder allows me
to be immersed in and enjoy the “priceless” moment.”

For more information on John visit these websites:
http://www.johnwiseman.com.au/
https://www.illawarramercury.com.au/story/4896759/john-wiseman-showcased/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=196&v=Geq-Pm61lVc
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Daily Itinerary
Day 1 – Arrival in Windhoek
This is the day your adventure begins! Upon arrival in Windhoek, you will be
transferred to your accommodation by private transfer. There is a group briefing
at 5pm today followed by a welcome dinner at Joe’s Beer House – this is a
Windhoek ‘institution’. This is also a great chance to become acquainted with
your guide and your fellow self drivers and your photographic mentors and Self
Drive Adventures support team.
Included: Hotel accommodation and dinner
Day 2 – Windhoek
After breakfast we’ll transfer you to your car hire company to pick up your fully
camping equipped 4x4. We’ll then take you to the best shopping in Windhoek to buy provisions for your picnic
lunches and snacks and drinks for the road.
Included: Hotel accommodation, breakfast and dinner
Day 3 – Etosha – Okaukuejo Resort & Campsite
An easy drive on good tar roads to Okaukuejo Resort & Campsite in Etosha National Park, famous for its waterhole.
In the evenings there is a soft light on the waterhole and the area is fenced so you can photograph the game coming
in and out all night. Game here includes: Lion, Cheetah, Leopard, Rhino, Elephant, Oryx, Zebra, Giraffe, Springbok
and numerous bird varieties.
Included: All national park entry fees, camping with shared amenities (accommodation upgrades may be available),
breakfast, picnic lunch and dinner
Days 4 & 5 – Okaukuejo Resort & Campsite
Two full days to explore Etosha National Park at your own pace. Etosha is organised and easy to navigate. We’ll give
you advise on some routes to drive - there are many waterholes nearby our resort to explore, you can drive out onto
the salt pan or you can stay by the waterhole to watch the variety of game that come in and out of the area all day.
Included: All national park entry fees, camping with shared amenities (accommodation upgrades may be available),
breakfast and dinner
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Day 6 – Khowarib – Waterfall Camp
Drive through the western side of Etosha where we should see the Hartmann’s Mountain Zebra. Then the 4x4 driving
swings into action with dirt, rough tracks, soft sand and bull dust through stunning landscapes to Khowarib’s Waterfall
Camp, a green oasis in the desert.
Included: Camping with no ablutions – toilet tent will be supplied with long-drop toilet, breakfast and dinner

Day 7 – Armspoort Gorge – Bush Camp
Visit to a pre-school we support on the way through Sesfontein and into the Hoanib Riverbed where we’ll seek out
the desert adapted Elephant, Giraffe, Oryx and Springbok that live in this spectacular and dry environment. At the
end of the day we’ll set up camp in a remote area under the stars in the desert.
Included: Entry to community concession, camping with no ablutions – toilet tent will be supplied with long-drop
toilet, breakfast and dinner
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Day 8 – Puros – Community Camp
We tackle some expansive flats and then drop into the stunning Hoarusib Riverbed—many water crossings. Another
chance to see the desert Elephant today – they might even join us in camp. After we’ve set up camp in Puros a local
guide will take us to visit a remote Himba village. Included: Camping with shared ablutions, breakfast and dinner
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Day 9 – Crowther’s Trail
Today we travel remote trails on which we are highly unlikely to
see other vehicles. Keep your eyes open – we sometimes see
Rhino in this rocky and inhospitable environment before arriving
in our bush camp not far inland from the famous “Skeleton Coast”.
During the evening a cool sea mist may wash over our campsite.
Included: Camping with no ablutions – toilet tent will be supplied
with long-drop toilet, breakfast and dinner
Day 10 – Palmwag
We drive on rough and rocky tracks through the Palmwag game reserve where the scenery changes to flat topped
painted deserts. Here we may catch up with a herd of the Hartmann’s mountain Zebra who love the rocky and steep
terrain in the game reserve.
Included: Entry to community concession, hotel accommodation, breakfast and dinner

Day 11 – Palmwag
Rest day. You can either relax at the Palmwag lodge, take optional game drives available in the reserve organised
through reception, or drive back into the Palmwag reserve in your own 4x4 (you will need to pay another day of
concession fees).
Included: Hotel accommodation, breakfast and dinner

Day 12 – Valley of Desolation
Today we’ll travel through stunning painted deserts with chances to see black rhino and many interesting botanical
species endemic to the area before arriving in our bush camp nestled in the entrance to the Huab River which has
many interesting geological formations to try to capture on film.
Included: Camping with no ablutions – toilet tent will be supplied with long-drop toilet, breakfast, picnic lunch and
dinner
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Day 13 – Ugab River
Today we’ll travel through more epically beautiful desert scenery and ancient shelters before arriving in our bush
camp nestled in the entrance to the Ugab River.
Included: Camping with no ablutions – toilet tent will be supplied with long-drop toilet, breakfast, picnic lunch and
dinner

Day 14 – Cape Cross
Our morning starts driving through of incredible geological scenery and then onto Messum Crater and searching for
Welwitschia plants that can be up to 2,000 years old. Afterwards, we’ll meet the ocean on the Skeleton coast at Cape
Cross where we can make an optional visit to the Cape Cross Seal Colony.
Included: Hotel accommodation breakfast and dinner

Day 15 – Swakopmund
Onto the quaint German town of Swakopmund by the sea. There are a few interesting sites on the way including the
wreck of the Zelia and the quirky holiday town of Wlotzkasbaken. Hopefully the sun will be out for a sunset at the
Tiger Reef bar on the beach. Many restaurants and café’s in town for dinner. We will make a group booking at one
of our favourites (at your own cost).
Included: Hotel accommodation and breakfast
Day 16 – Swakopmund
In the morning we’ll head out on our
“small five” desert tour. In the afternoon
relax in town or take a drive to Walvis Bay
to see the pink flamingos at the lagoon.
We will make a group booking at one of
our favourite restaurants (at your own
cost).
Included: Small five morning tour, hotel
accommodation and breakfast
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Day 17 – Sesriem, Namib-Naukluft National Park
Cross the Tropic of Capricorn on the way to Sossusvlei—home of
the world’s largest free-standing sand dunes. We’ll make a stop
at some Quiver Trees and at the small town of Solitaire for some
apple pie at Moose McGregor’s Bakery. There will be time to go
into the dune for some sunset photography at your own pace.
It’s an easy drive on a tar road.
Included: National Park entry fees, camping with shared
ablutions, breakfast and dinner
Day 18 – Sesriem, Namib-Naukluft National Park
A full day to capture the most photographed location in Namibia. There are so many places to view, but Dead Vlei,
is one not to be missed with its dead acacia trees and white pan surrounded by red dunes, it a “must see”.
Included: National Park entry fees, camping with shared ablutions, breakfast and dinner
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Day 19 – Windhoek
Our route back towards Windhoek takes us up the steepest pass in Namibia which climbs 1,000m in 4km up the
“Great Escarpment”. In Windhoek we’ll drop off the 4x4s, pack up and have our farewell dinner – ending where it
all started at Joe’s Beer House.
Included: Hotel accommodation, breakfast and dinner
Day 20 – Depart
Transfer to the airport and depart for home.
Included: Breakfast included at hotel.

Itinerary subject to change.
The final route might change due to weather, road conditions, decisions by authorities or the local guides.

Please Read the “In the Know” section at the end of this itinerary
for important information about this adventure.
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Prices & Dates
Flights and Travel Insurance:
Please do not book flights or purchase travel insurance until you have been advised that we have received
deposits from the minimum number of participants for this adventure.
Flights need to be arranged to arrive in Windhoek, Namibia on day 1 in time for the 5pm group briefing. You
can fly out anytime on day 19 from Windhoek. We can assist with booking additional nights of pre and post
tour accommodation.
Dates:
Inclusions:
24 June – 13 July, 2020
Arrival and departure transfers, vehicle hire (as selected)
paper map, wildlife guide book, tents, bedding, linen,
towels, fridge, water tank, cooking and camping
equipment, spare tyre, vehicle insurance (standard), twoway radio in vehicle, village visit to the Himba, National
Park entry fees at Etosha and Sossusvlei, Palmwag game
reserve entrance fees, Small Five tour, firewood, camping
(11 nights) and guest houses/hotels (8 nights with 3 more
nights you can upgrade if space available for an additional
fee), meals as per itinerary, photographic mentors, and
Self Drive Adventures support vehicle escort and staff.
Prices:
The price will depend on which 4x4 you choose so
the range below shows from the least expensive car
to the most expensive. Cars are all subject to
availability.
2 people per 4x4: AUD13,800* to AUD14,900*
per person.
*Prices assume a minimum of 5 vehicles maximum
of 7 vehicles (plus support vehicles). Prices are
subject to exchange rate fluctuations – please see
terms and conditions for all booking conditions.

Exclusions:
Airfares return to Windhoek, Namibia (approx. AUD2,000
- AUD2,500 from Sydney), Fuel (approx. AUD560 per car),
food other than listed in itinerary (approx. budget
AUD500-700 per person, any accommodation upgrades
chosen, any vehicle upgrades chosen, optional activities,
vehicle excess, beverages and alcohol (wine is approx.
AUD10 per bottle, case of beer approx. AUD30), local tips,
travel insurance (medical evacuation insurance highly
recommended), visas (if required), vaccinations (if
required), any other items of a personal nature.

About Self Drive Adventures
Self Drive Adventures is an Australian-based company who run guided self-drive adventures around the world.
Our convoys are quite small, with a maximum of seven vehicles, depending on the destination. We originally
started with trips to the African continent, from where one of our co-founders hails, and have since expanded
to offer adventures in Asia, Europe and the Americas.
Self Drive Adventures is celebrating its 10th anniversary of operations. This company is a trail blazer in guided
self drive 4x4 tours. We are proud to boast a 5 star rating on TripAdvisor.
To request a copy of the complete itinerary and booking form, email info@selfdriveadventures.com
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In the Know: Namibia
This “In the Know” fact sheet provides you important information about traveling in Namibia prior to booking this
adventure. As always, if you have any other questions about joining this tour, please don’t hesitate to contact our
knowledgeable team. If you’d like to speak with someone who has travelled with us before we can put you in touch.
Gallery: This is a general gallery Namibia and will give you a good idea of what to expect.
https://www.selfdriveadventures.com/gallery-nam
Mindset: The mindset required on this adventure is one of patience and flexibility and don’t expect a luxury holiday.
You need to understand that travelling in a developing country does not always go smoothly, no matter how well
planned. There is definitely a culture of things happening in “African time” in Namibia so things may not happen as
quickly as you’d like. You should also expect that levels of service, safety, maintenance and hygiene may not be what
you’d expect at home. You must be willing to “go with the flow” as track conditions, vehicle breakdowns or other
issues may change from day to day affecting the route. That is all part of the adventure and your Self Drive Adventures
escort and local support team will do their utmost to smooth out any hiccups during the journey.
Driving Conditions: You drive on the left-hand side of the road (right hand drive 4x4). The route is planned largely
avoiding main roads with extensive travel off road and on rarely used tracks, trails and in riverbeds with sand, bull
dust, water crossings and some slow and very rocky conditions. The support vehicle will have recovery equipment if
required.
Driving Ability: The skills required are a driver’s license and a good dollop of common sense. Some 4x4 or dirt/gravel
road experience would be recommended.
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Vehicle: There are many different car options available. It will depend on what the car hire companies have when you
book what can be supplied. We will discuss the options available on booking – the images below will give you an idea
of the range of vehicles and camping set ups that are on offer.

Rooftop tent set up
Example of ground tent (elephant not included)

Hilux Bushcamper

Land Cruiser Bushcamper Double Cab
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Land Cruiser Bushcamper Single Cab

Convoy Size: The minimum number of 4x4s in our convoy is five and the maximum is seven. This excludes support
vehicles. We have two-way radios between the cars. Most vehicles tend to have just two guests, however, up to four
can be accommodated in some models. The convoy does travel together for the vast majority of the journey, so you
need to be willing to be flexible to fit in with the determined start time each day, stops for breaks etc. We try to allow
breaks for photos, toilet stops, sightseeing, lunch, morning and afternoon tea but road conditions and travel time for
the day may affect how long or how many of these we may have.
Wildlife: The game is in pockets. In the National Parks it is plentiful and even outside the National Parks you will have
wonderful game viewing experiences in the wild.
Accommodation and Campsites: Camping and accommodation. You must have camping experience to join the trip.
Some in organised camp sites with facilities, some bush camping. You can upgrade to accommodation at some locations
at an additional cost. In campsites with organised facilities these may be quite basic e.g. bush showers which have hot
water after the fire gets the water warm, but they usually have flushing toilets. When we bush camp we have a couple
of toilet tents that can be set up. Each vehicle gets a “magic toilet” a small pop up loo that can be used in the tent if
needed.
Escort & Local Guiding: On this adventure you will be joined by a Self Drive Adventures English speaking escort. The
decision of the Self Drive Adventures escort is final on all matters likely to affect the safety or well-being of any person
participating in the trip.
Food: See the itinerary inclusions for meals that are included. Excellent variety! Do your own shopping to stock your
vehicle for your picnic lunches, snacks, tea and coffee. You will have all your own picnic equipment, fridge etc. in your
vehicle so you can be self-sufficient at most lunch times. All breakfasts and most dinners are included.
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Amenities and Toilet Breaks: As we are off the beaten track for much of this adventure, you must be prepared for “bush
toilet” stops where there is cover of trees, bushes or your vehicle for privacy.
Activity Level: There are some opportunities for hikes, however, the activity level on this adventure is quite low.
However, the days of driving in rough conditions and the fact that you have to set up your own camp means that a
reasonable level of fitness is recommended for this
adventure.
Weather/Season: This is Winter in Namibia—it will range
from cool to cold at night, 7-10°C and from 20—35°C
during the day depending on the location.
Prices: Please review the inclusions and exclusions
section of the itinerary. Here we have provided our
best estimates for additional known costs over and
above the inclusions of the adventure.

Flights & Travel Insurance: Before booking flights, travel insurance and other
arrangements it is your responsibility to confirm with us that we have the
minimum number of cars required for this adventure to depart.
Risks & Health: Namibia is a developing country but is quite safe receiving the
lowest travel warning that the Australian Government gives “Exercise normal
safety precautions”. Developing countries can experience problems which may
include but are not limited to, political upheaval, lack of supplies (including fuel
and spare parts), poor medical services, poor road conditions, poor police
services, as well as drought, floods and unusual weather conditions. We cannot
be held responsible if the internal infrastructure of the country being visited
causes adverse effects. By participating you acknowledge that the nature of the
trip is adventurous, and participation involves a degree of personal risk. Health
facilities in Namibia are basic even in larger cities and towns. We will be very
remote and at least a day’s drive from the closest town on many occasions. You
should discuss the risks with your doctor before agreeing to join this trip.
The Smartraveller website provides more information:
https://smartraveller.gov.au/Countries/africa/southern/Pages/namibia.aspx
The this Travel Doctor link is useful for
https://www.traveldoctor.com.au/destinations/namibia

health

information:

We have both travelled throughout
Africa before and frequently joined
self-drive expeditions. This self drive
adventure was outstanding in all
aspects and we look forward to
planning another trip with you in the
future.
Sue & Russ All Wheel Drive Club
members
ADVENTURE THAT TICKED EVERY
BOX: We have travelled to many
interesting places in the world but
nothing has ever compared with our
holiday with “Self Drive Adventures”.
We love 4x4 driving, we love camping,
we love having adventures in the
outdoors and that’s exactly what our
holiday offered.
Liz & Bob Rosevear, Toyota Land
Cruiser Club Members
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