SOUTH AFRICA SELF DRIVE ADVENTURE | 28 Days

WINE – WILDERNESS - WILDFLOWERS
The title of this new adventure says it all!
From the stunning city of Cape Town we travel
through the historical winelands and towns of
Stellenbosch and Franschhoek, stocking our 4x4s with
the world’s best wine for our month long adventure.
Highlights of this trip include: stunning mountainous
coastline; sleepy coastal villages; the “Heaven &
Earth” Valley; L’Agulhas, the southernmost tip of
Africa; beautiful famous Knysna Forests; Jeffries Bay
Addo elephant park (which has a lot more game than
just elephant); rugged back roads through stunning
scenery including Baavianskloof, the Swartberg Pass
(South Africa’s highest) quaint country villages and or
course the wildflower display of the Northern Cape
where carpets of blooms turn the landscape into a sea
of rainbow colours.
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PLEASE NOTE: This is an exploratory trip
Day 1: Arrival in Cape Town
Arrival in Cape Town of and transfer to your hotel. Evening briefing with local guide and welcome dinner. (Hotel, Dinner)
Day 2: Day free in Cape Town
It is easy to spend a day in Cape Town visiting your selection of optional activities like, the cable car to the top of Table Mountain,
tour of Robben Island where Mandela was imprisoned for 28 years, lunch at the Victoria and Alfred waterfront, sunset at Signal Hill,
whatever takes your fancy. (Hotel)
Day 3: Cape Town – Cape Point
Collect 4x4’s and take a full day to cruise the beautiful coastline to Cape Point, to stop for some lunch and fine wine at Constantia
(perhaps even slip a case or 2 into the car for the trip).From stunning vantage points, some of which are up to 593m above sea level,
it is not uncommon to see whales and dolphins frolicking in the ocean below, and baboon troops curiously observing passing tourists.
This is a perfect place from which to take stunning photographs of the Cape. (Hotel)
Days 4, 5, 6 & 7: Cape Town – Stellenbosch - Franschhoek
We head for the fabulous wine region around Stellenbosch and Franschhoek with two nights in each town to explore. Make sure
you have plenty of space in the 4x4, the wines are magnificent and very affordable so stock up for your month long adventure as we
visit the best of the best wine estates over the next few days. Fine dining, amazing scenery and beautiful villages and towns plus a
superb car museum. (B&B)
Days 8 & 9: Franschhoek - Paternoster
We head north of Cape Town to Paternoster which is one of the oldest fishing villages on the West Coast of South Africa. Two nights
here to sip the wine purchased in the winelands while watching the sea, walking along it’s pristine white beach or eating
Crayfish(lobster) “kreef”. (B&B)
Day 10: Paternoster - Noup
Restful and seemingly deserted, Noup is quietly tucked between the towns of Kleinzee and Koingnaas. Visitors to Noup are greeted
by 8 unassuming stone, prefab and corrugated iron cottages facing the cold Atlantic Ocean and the Benguela current where many a
mariner met his fate. Full of charm and character, we will spend the night in these cottages with sun-bleached wood and weatherbeaten walls that were once home away from home for resident diamond divers and wonder about the tales these walls could tell.
(Self Catering Cottage)
Day 11: Noup - Garies
We’ll hunt for the wildflower displays today as we head to Garies, a small farming village and one of the main wildflower viewing
destinations. (B&B)
Days 12 & 13: Garies - Clanwilliam
A quaint country town perfect for a rest day. One of the ten oldest towns, Clanwilliam's beginnings goes back to 1660 when a team
of Dutch explorers who were sent out by Jan van Riebeeck first reached the Olifants River. When they entered the valley, they saw
a large number of elephants on the riverbank. (Guest House)
Day 14: Clanwilliam - Cederberg
The Cederberg has an exceptional botanical diversity, being part of the Cape Floral Kingdom of South Africa, and among the twisted
rock formations and rock art, farmers cultivate the world-famous healthy rooibos tea, found only in the Cederberg of South Africa.
(Camping)
Days 15 & 16: Cederberg - McGregor
Of to the mountain village of McGregor where we spend 2 nights and you can hike up into the beautiful Mountains or relax and
explore the historic town with wineries, distillery and pottery shop. (Self Catering Cottage)
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Day 17: McGregor – Barrydale
Leaving McGregor we head for Barrydale and the “Route 62” a beautiful drive through the mountains of the “Klein Karoo”, this area
is famous for its mountain passes. We stay at a quaint eclectic hotel in the village. (Hotel)
Days 18 & 19: Barrydale – Die Hel
Today we drive north east along the route 62 past such iconic places as “Ronnies Sex Shop” a tongue in cheek road side store. We
drive up the Swartberg Pass, South Africa’s steepest and then at the top we turn down into the remote valley of “Die Hel” meaning
the Cliff face. We stay in old farm houses or you can camp. (Self Catering Cottage or camping)
Day 20: Die Hel - Baavianskloof
We drive back up the stunning pass out of Die Hel and down the Swartberg Pass, the “Die Poort” an amazing gorge and on to the
beginning of the rugged and remote Baviaans Kloof. (Camping self catering)
Days 21 & 22: Baavianskloof - Addo Elephant Park
The Addo Elephant Park has been around for many years and has a wide range of wildlife including many species of antelope and
some predators. It lies in what is known as the Eastern Cape. (Camping)
Day 23: Addo – J-Bay
If you have ever been interested in surfing you will have heard of J Bay, the perfect wave discovered in the old 60’s movie The
Endless Summer when the perfect waves of cape St Francis were put on the surfing map. (Hotel)
Days 24: J-Bay – Knysna
From J Bay we meander along the beautiful Garden Route, getting off the main roads where possible and travelling through the
amazing forests and mountain passes to lovely Knysna, we will stay in cabins near the Knysna Heads and enjoy the lovely seafood.
(Self Catering Apartment)
Days 25 & 26 Knysna – Arniston
From Knysna to Arniston we are going to explore some lesser known roads along the coast passing through quiet villages and even
crossing a river on an old pontoon pulled by 2 men, you can help them pull on the ropes. Today you relax, take in the wonderful vibe
of Aniston, walk the beautiful beaches and explore the old fishing village with its stone and thatch roof houses. (Hotel)
Day 27: Arniston – Cape Town
We take you to L’Agulhas, the southern most tip of Africa today on our way back to Cape Town, once again on quiet roads and
through sleepy villages such as Elim that are steeped in character and history. (Hotel, Dinner)
Day 28: Depart
Transfer to the airport for your flight.
Please note: Itinerary subject to change

Please Read the “In the Know” section at the end of this itinerary for important information about this
adventure.
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DATES
2020 - Bookings Now Open: 15 Aug – 11 Sep
Although we have researched this itinerary, travelled most of it as some time or other, 2020 will be the first time we have completed
it as a tour. Please expect that there may changes and perhaps unexpected issues that arise. All participants need to be flexible on
a day to day basis and tolerant of issues that may arise.
PRICES
28 Day Adventure
AUD12,535* per person, 2 people per 4x4 & twin/double room or campsite, excludes airfares

$1,040 per person discount for exploratory trip - $11,495* per person
*Prices are per person assuming a minimum of 5 vehicles carrying at least 2 passengers each, maximum of 7 vehicles (plus support
vehicles), excluding flights. All prices are subject to change due to currency fluctuations.

Prices for 2020 are estimated only and to be confirmed early 2019
INCLUDED
Accommodation on bed and breakfast basis when in hotels, guest houses and B&Bs (17 nights), campsite fees (4 nights), self catering
cottages (6 nights), dinner included on first and last night, camping equipped 4x4 rental for 24 days (day 3 – 27), entrance fees to
Addo Elephant Park, arrival and departure transfer as well as to/from car hire, Self Drive Adventures escort.
EXCLUDED
International airfares, fuel (budget around AUD800 per vehicle) optional activities, meals other than listed (budget around AUD9001,000 per person excluding drinks – will depend on how often you eat out vs use food from vehicle), vehicle excess, travel insurance,
visas and vaccinations and local tips (budget approx. AUD200 per person).
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In the Know: South Africa
This “In the Know” fact sheet provides you important information about traveling in South Africa prior to booking
this adventure. As always, if you have any other questions about joining this adventure, please don’t hesitate to
contact our knowledgeable team.
Highlights:











Cape Town and the sweeping coastline of the Cape Point
Magnificent Western Cape Wine region
Beautiful architecture and historical significance of Stellenbosch, Franschhoek and Paternoster
Incredible wildflower display in the Namaqualand (subject to adequate rainfall prior)
Rugged back tracks through the Cedarberg Mountains
Breede River, Route 62, Swartberg Pass (South Africa’s highest) and The Hel
Winding mountain passes through quaint country towns - Meiringspoort, De Rust and the Baviaans Kloof
Addo Elephant Park
Coastal towns of Jeffreys Bay, Knysna and Arniston
L’Agulhas – the most southerly tip of Africa and the coastal drive back to cape Town.

Mindset: This is an exploratory trip, we have visited most of the places we are going to and travelled most of the
roads, however it is an exploratory so there is an element of the unknown throughout the trip. You are expected to
take the rough with the smooth as we discover what does work and what does not work on this trip. We expect
participants to be patient and flexible about any changes that have to be made. Rest assured a lot of what we will do
will exceed expectations however we expect you to be tolerant if anything does not live up to your expectations.
Complaining about minor irritations does not resolve them and spoils the trip for others.
The mindset required on this adventure is one of patience and flexibility and don’t expect a 5-star luxury holiday,
only comfortable clean accommodation from basic to very nice – it’s all part of the adventure and your Self Drive
Adventure’s escort and local support team will do their utmost to smooth out any hiccups during the journey.
Vehicle: We intend hiring camping equipped 4x4’s so that you have a fridge on
board for lunched and we can camp for the few nights we need to. A full set of
terms and conditions will be supplied. Self Drive Adventures reserves the right to
change the vehicle to a similar but not identical car. Car upgrades will be available
at an additional cost.
Driving Conditions: There are some long days on this adventure. In and around
cities the traffic can be hectic, but once out on the country roads the traffic will be limited. We will drive on tar roads,
dirt roads, very rough and sandy 4x4 tracks, there are some steep passes. Tar roads are generally good. There could
be some water crossings.
Driving Ability: The skills required are a driver’s license and a good dollop of common sense. 4x4 experience is
required, although the tracks we take are not technically challenging, just slow, rough and sandy at times.
Convoy Size: The minimum number of 4x4s in our convoy is 5 and the maximum is 7. This excludes local guide and
support vehicles. Most vehicles tend to have just two guests, however, up to four can be accommodated. The convoy
does travel together for the vast majority of the journey, so you need to be willing to be flexible to fit in with the
determined start time each day, stops for breaks etc. We try to allow breaks for photos, toilet stops, sightseeing,
lunch, morning and afternoon tea but road conditions and travel time for the day may affect how long or how many
of these we may have.
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Escort & Local Guiding: On this adventure you will be joined by a Self Drive Adventures English speaking escort. The
decision of the Self Drive Adventure’s escort is final on all matters likely to affect the safety or well-being of any
person participating in the trip.
Accommodation: This is not a 5-star holiday. It is an adventure. We’ll be staying in a blend of accommodation. The
hotels are generally of a high standard, we will stay in 3-star “budget” hotels, some guest houses, campsites and self
catering cottages. As basic as some places are, they are clean and atmospheric.
Food: See the itinerary inclusions for meals that are included. In general, the food is quite good, very good in some
places. Where meals are not included we will buy food along the way in small cafes/restaurants or take picnic lunches
from the hotel. There are also supermarkets along the route where you can top up on snacks to carry in the 4x4.
Amenities and Toilet Breaks: Most of your accommodation has private bathroom facilities. We will stop for toilet
breaks in restaurants if possible, but there will be a few “bush toilet” stops where there is cover of trees or bushes
for privacy.
Activity Level: There are quite a few places for hikes if you would like to do them
Weather: Expect around 15—26 degrees C, there is a possibility of rain
Flights: Before booking flights and other arrangements it is your responsibility to confirm with us that we have the
minimum number of cars required for this adventure to depart.
Prices: Please review the inclusions and exclusions section of the itinerary. Here we have provided our best estimates
for additional known costs over and above the inclusions of the adventure.
Risks & Health: Developing countries can experience problems which may include but are not limited to, political
upheaval, crime, lack of supplies (including fuel and spare parts), poor medical services, poor road conditions, poor
police services, as well as drought, floods and unusual weather conditions. We cannot be held responsible if the
internal infrastructure of the country being visited causes adverse effects. By participating you acknowledge that the
nature of the trip is adventurous, and participation involves a degree of personal risk. Do not walk around alone at
night in towns and cities and always enquire about the safety to do so at other times. Health facilities in South Africa
are basic in some public hospitals and can be excellent in private hospitals even in larger cities and towns. We will
be very remote and at least a day’s drive from the closest town on many occasions. You should discuss the risks with
your doctor before agreeing to join this trip.
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