VIETNAM SELF DRIVE ADVENTURE | 19 Days

The northernmost region of Vietnam is truly a driver’s or rider’s paradise. While we wait for our
temporary Vietnamese driver’s licenses to be issued, we will explore the UNESCO world heritage
site of Ha Long Bay on an overnight cruise and a ½ day tour of Hanoi. The rugged mountains of
northern Vietnam are home to colourful hill tribes and some of the best rice terracing in the
whole country, if not the whole of Southeast Asia. Every bend in the road reveals something
new. As we head north the rice fields will be starting to turn gold as they are getting ready to
harvest and the countryside is very green from the end of the rainy season. Ready to get off the
beaten track? Let’s go! You drive a US Army Jeep left at the end of the Vietnam War – an
adventure in itself.
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VIETNAM SELF DRIVE ADVENTURE | 19 Days
Daily Itinerary
A note on Vietnam and driver’s licenses: You must obtain a temporary
driver’s license in Vietnam; international driver’s licenses are not
accepted. This license is linked to your visa so a three month tourist visa
will be arranged for you by our local operator who will then provide you
with a visa letter which you take on your flight and then your visa can be
collected on arrival at immigration at the airport in Hanoi.
Day 1 - Arrive Hanoi (Hotel)
You will be met at Noi Bai International Airport and transferred to your 3star hotel in Hanoi’s old quarter. Welcome dinner and a short briefing.
Day 2 - Hanoi – Ha Long Bay (4-star overnight cruise)
At 7:00am the group will be collected from the hotel and transferred
to the licensing authorities and start the procedure to convert your
international license into a Vietnamese driver’s license. After the
paperwork is submitted, we drive 3 hours to the jetty in Ha Long to
start an overnight cruise through Ha Long Bay. We will have a short
break at a saltwater pearl production farm and see a
demonstration of how the pearls are produced. Once on board
our cruise boat we will be served a delicious lunch prepared by your
on-board chef. There are some optional afternoon activities of
kayaking and a hike to a limestone cave and dip in the waters of the
bay. Wonderful sunset as you dine on fresh seafood and
Vietnamese specialties. Overnight on board in private cabin.
Day 3 - Ha Long Bay – Hanoi (Hotel)
In the morning you will cruise the bay and have the chance to visit floating villages and pearl farms and explore the myriad
of lagoons and islands that make Ha Long Bay a UNESCO world heritage site. Lunch is onboard as we cruise back to the
harbour and then the group will transfer back to Hanoi. On the way we will stop to see a traditional water puppet show
and visit a craft store which is good for souvenirs and gifts. We should arrive around 5pm at our hotel. Tonight, you have
dinner on your own in one of many local restaurants near the hotel.
Day 4 - Hanoi Day Tour (Hotel)
After breakfast we will be collected at the hotel and start our half-day city tour
by Jeep or motorbike side car. We explore Hanoi’s old quarter, the French
district and ancient citadel. We’ll stop at a local café for a drink and continue
around the city. We’ll have a Vietnamese lunch in a local restaurant before
visiting the garage where our Jeeps are located to complete the paperwork and
have a test drive. We’ll then be transferred back to the hotel and the rest of the
afternoon is free. At 6:00pm our local guides will meet up with us again for an
orientation briefing and as well as dinner.
Day 5 - Hanoi - That Khe, 210km, Sealed roads 9 hours total travel time from
the garage, (Hotel)
At 7:00am we transfer to the garage to collect the Jeeps. We are getting on the
road early as the first day is a long one and you will be getting used to the “quirks”
of your Jeeps. Then we cross the Red River and head north on Highway 1 for a
few hours then turn north to Kep. There we join quiet country roads passing
through villages and fields to the border town of That Khe. Overnight in guest
house. Vietnamese dinner in local restaurant.
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Day 6 - That Khe - Ban Gioc, 140 km, Sealed roads with some dirt sections 8
hours total travel time (Hotel)
Leaving That Khe at 8am we head west on Highway 4 on our way to Cao Bang
province and the limestone plateau. Along the way we may stop at famous
battlefields in the Viet Minh’s war against the French in the 1950’s. After
70km we turn off Highway 4 to travel on smaller paved roads to the border
with China. The landscape turns into limestone karst and is described as Ha
long Bay on land with sharp rock formations jutting of green rice fields. The
roads here are in good condition and a pleasure to drive with light traffic and
limestone mountains around. We end the day at the specular Ban Gioc
waterfalls on the border with China. We will have time to explore around
the falls and rice fields. Overnight at hotel near the falls.
Day 7 – Ban Gioc - Cao Bang, 150km, Sealed roads 6 hrs, (Hotel)
Leaving Ban Gioc waterfalls we head off on paved roads climbing up into the
mountains right along the border with China. Lunch en route before turning off
to the small road that takes us through forest and farming communities. In the
afternoon we make our way to the provincial capital of Cao Bang where we can
have a coffee or a beer alongside the river. Overnight in a hotel and dinner at a
local restaurant.

Day 8 – Cao Bang - Ba Be Lake, 130-180km depending on route, Sealed roads
6-8 hours total travel time, (Homestay)
After breakfast at the hotel we head off on paved roads through mountains
and forest. Lunch en route before turning off to the small road that takes us
to Ba Be Lake National Park. This spectacular clear lake is surrounded by
jungle covered mountains. We should arrive in time to take a boat trip onto
the lake and take a swim from the boat. Overnight and dinner with a local
Tay hilltribe family.
Day 9 - Ba Be Lake National Park – Meo Vac, 170 km, Sealed roads and dirt
sections 10-12 hours total travel time, (Hotel)
It will be an early start today at 7am. There is one river crossing that we would
love to drive, but the water levels are unpredictable. It might be that the local
mechanic needs to drive the Jeeps if the water is too high. After breakfast we
head north through hilltribe villages, forests and rivers to Bao Lac, the gateway to
the Ha Giang plateau. We leave the main road and join paved roads (off road
options available) to the high passes and black rocks that make up the landscape
of Ha Giang. Here you see many colourful hilltribes and spectacular scenery.
Overnight in a hotel and dinner in a local restaurant.
Day 10 – Meo Vac - Ha Giang Town, 170 km, Sealed roads with off road
options 10-11 hours total travel time, (Homestay)
Early start today at 7am Early start today as we head to up the mountains.
The road here hugs the cliff face and we climb up to the Ma Phi Lieng Pass
(1,500m), here we have time for a snack and enjoy the views into China on
this astonishingly beautiful road before we continue through the rocky
landscape along the border. Drive along amazing paved roads through the
rocky landscape on our way down to Ha Giang Town. Overnight in homestay
outside of town.
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Day 11 - Ha Giang Town - Pan Hou, 110km, Sealed roads 5 hours total travel time,
(Eco Resort)
Today we leave on the main Hanoi highway for 50km then turn off and climb
through the rice terraces to Hoan Su Phi and down to the Dao hilltribe village of
Pan Hou. Overnight in a French run resort with gardens and a relaxing lounge.
Take time to explore the surrounding villages.
Day 12 - Pan Hou - Bac Ha, 220 km, Sealed roads with dirt sections 8 hours total
travel time, (Hotel)
We leave the resort after breakfast and head through the terraced mountains,
stopping to meet people and take photos of the stunning countryside. After lunch we go to Xin Man town for a cold drink
before heading up the mountains. From here the road gets rough (2hrs) as we cross over the pass and down into the Bac
Ha valley. Here the Flower Hmong hilltribe live and can be seen wearing their unique colourful clothes as they carry on with
their everyday lives. Overnight in Bac Ha town.
Day 13 - Bac Ha - Sapa, 110km, Sealed roads 6-7 hours total travel time, (Hotel)
After breakfast we head downhill to the turn off to Coc Ly and the road to Muong Khuong.
Good sealed road up through the mountains through villages and forests. Lunch en route.
Then we travel parallel to the border with China on our way to Lao Cai and Sapa.
Afternoon free to explore Sapa. Overnight in hotel and dinner in a local restaurant.
Day 14 - Sapa - Rest Day, (Hotel)
Day off to relax. Walk around the village or take an optional afternoon tour up Mt Fransipan by cable car. A morning walk
through the Sapa markets is recommended. Overnight in Sapa. Dinner on your own in one of the many restaurants near the
hotel.
Day 15 - Sapa - Nghia Lo, 235km, Sealed roads 10 hours total travel time, (Hotel)
In the morning we’ll make an early start leaving at 7am then we head over the
highest pass in Vietnam on our way to Mu Chang Chai. We take time to have lunch
in the tea plantations and terraced rice fields. Stop in local villages or relax by the
river. Overnight in hotel and dinner in local restaurant.
Day 16 - Nghia Lo – Hoa Village, 160km,
Sealed roads 8 hours total travel time,
(Homestay)
We leave our hotel and head over the high mountains on small roads, through
rolling scenery and villages to the town of Phu Yen. Here we can see rice fields
and some Dao and Hmong communities along the way. We also have a fun ferry
crossing over the Van Yen River. Overnight in homestay.
Day 17 – Hoa Village – Pu Luong, 180km, Sealed and dirt roads 8 hours total
travel time, (Homestay)
After breakfast we head back through the hills on dirt roads along the Black River to the village of Pu Luong. Being now not
far from Hanoi, the tranquil location of the homestay still seems like we are well away from any large cities. Overnight in
local home stay.
Day 18 - Pu Luong - Hanoi, 160km, Sealed roads 7 hours total travel time, (Hotel)
You might think the adventure is nearly over, but this morning we have an interesting drive climbing from 230m to 830m
in around 5 minutes with some of the slopes up to 18% gradient. Then head back to Hanoi stopping for lunch on the way
and arriving in Hanoi around 3pm and dropping our Jeeps back to the garage. Transfer back to the hotel for one more night.
Farewell dinner.
Day 19 - Depart
Check out of the hotel and prepare for your flight. Transfer to the airport.
Please Note: Itinerary Subject to Change

Please Read the “In the Know” section at the end of this itinerary for important information about this
adventure.
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DATES
2020
7 September to 25 September – 19 days
Tailor-made
Have your own group? We can tailor your trip.
PRICES
2 people per Jeep (twin share): USD7,995/Approx. AUD11,690* per person
Supplement for single accommodation: USD740/Approx. AUD1,080*
Supplement for 1 person per Jeep (single share): USD11,235/Approx.
AUD16,520* (drops USD1,800/Approx. AUD2,645* if 11+ people on tour)
Solo travellers or non-driving seats available: If you like the sound of this
adventure but prefer not to drive or are a solo traveller, you can join the tour in
a support car. This is not a Jeep but a 4x4 like a Toyota Hi-Lux double cab. You
cannot drive this vehicle. Two solo seats are available in this vehicle.
Solo traveller in support car (single share): AUD8,735*/Approx. AUD12,845 per
person
Solo traveller in support car (twin/double share): AUD7,995/Approx.
AUD11,690* per person
*Prices assume a minimum of 5 vehicles, maximum of 7 vehicles (plus support
vehicles). 2021 pricing will be confirmed in early 2020.
INCLUDED
Transfers, US Army Jeep (2 people per jeep self drive), oil & fuel, hotels twin
share or home-stays (home-stays have shared amenities), Vietnamese Driving
Permit, all meals other than 2 dinners and 1 lunch), all water and non-alcoholic
beverages, English speaking guides, Self Drive Adventures English speaking
escort, mechanic, all fees and permits, third party liability insurance for jeep,
two-way radios in vehicles, “sweeper” jeep and mechanic at the end of the
convoy to ensure the group stays together.
EXCLUDED
International airfares, optional activities, visa costs, travel insurance and
vaccinations, alcoholic drinks, 3 meals and local tips. The vehicles are covered
by 3rd party insurance that covers liability to other vehicles or injury caused to
another party in an accident that the police are involved in. A copy of the rental
agreement will be provided pre-departure. There are no age limits and the
coverage applies for whoever is driving. The only requirement is a valid
Vietnamese driver’s license. The insurance in Vietnam does not work with an
“excess” arrangement that is usual with car rentals. If there is major damage to
the vehicle not covered by the terms and conditions of the contract the driver
can be liable to up to USD15,000 which is the full replacement value of the car.
You can opt to take out additional insurance for comprehensive insurance at a
payment of USD50 per day (this trip has 14 full days of rental, so this would be
USD700 for the entire rental). The details of this comprehensive insurance will
be provided pre-departure so you can decide on whether to take this option –
we need to know before collection of vehicles. This payment is made by credit
card on arrival in Vietnam.
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In the Know: Vietnam
This “In the Know” fact sheet provides you important information about travelling in Vietnam prior to booking this
adventure. As always, if you have any other questions about joining this adventure, please don’t hesitate to contact our
knowledgeable team.
Gallery: https://www.selfdriveadventures.com/gallery-vietnam
Mindset: The mindset required on this adventure is one of patience and flexibility and don’t expect a luxury holiday. You
need to understand that travelling in a third world country does not always go smoothly, no matter how well planned – it’s
all part of the adventure and your Self Drive Adventure’s escort and local support team will do their utmost to smooth out
any hiccups during the journey. Participants should also understand that levels of hygiene will not be of the same standard
that you are used to.
Vehicle: US Army Jeep which comes with seatbelts but no
other safety features. They also have a cooler box which
is filled with ice each morning. Although there are covers
on these vehicles, you can expect temperatures into the
mid 30’s (celcius) on some days. You need to be prepared
to be exposed to all the elements and some rough roads.
The Jeeps are old and the group will experience many
breakdowns, but the mechanics are on hand to get the
Jeeps back on the road – it is part of the adventure on this
tour of Vietnam.
Driving Conditions: You drive on the right hand side of
the road (left hand drive Jeep). In and around cities the
traffic will be hectic, but once out on the country roads the traffic will be very limited. We will drive on tar roads, dirt roads,
there could be some water crossings and there are some 4x4 tracks we also can opt to take.
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Driving Ability: The skills required are a driver’s license and you must be able to drive a manual car confidently. There are
some 4x4 sections, so we recommend low level 4x4 driving skills.
Convoy Size: The minimum number of 4x4s in our convoy is 5 and the maximum is 7. This excludes local guide and support
vehicles. Most vehicles tend to have just two guests, however, up to four can be accommodated (however, these are not
roomy vehicles, so please speak to us about if this is suitable for your situation). The convoy does travel together throughout
the journey, so you need to be willing to be flexible to fit in with the determined start
time each day, stops for breaks etc. We try to allow breaks for photos, toilet stops,
sightseeing, lunch, morning and afternoon tea but road conditions and travel time
for the day may affect how long or how many of these we may have.
Accommodation: This is not a 5-star holiday. It is an adventure. We’ll be staying in
a blend of accommodation: hotels, resorts, guest houses and homestays. In the
homestays we use local families with houses on stilts. Each homestay has hot
showers, soft beds and mosquito nets. Bathroom facilities are shared. There is a
large house where everyone shares one large room (local style) there is a separate
kitchen and dining area below. Beds in homestays are “futon-like” and can be quite
hard, as can some of the hotel beds. We recommend bringing an inflatable roll up
extra mattresses if you would like some extra padding. You also need to bring a
“sleeping sheet” for some of the smaller hotels in remote locations outside of Hanoi
as they do not provide linen.
Cruise: The 2-day/1-night cruise on Ha Long Bay is with Dragon Legend Cruise (or
similar if not available) https://www.dragonlegendcruise.com/
Escort & Local Guiding: On this adventure you will be joined by a Self Drive
Adventures English speaking escort as well as a local guide who speak English and
Vietnamese as well as other support staff. The decision of the Self Drive
Adventure’s escort is final on all matters likely to affect the safety or well-being
of any person participating in the trip.
Food: See the itinerary inclusions
for meals that are included, which is
just about all meals. We will be eating picnic lunches, meals in local
restaurants and homestays, so you need to be prepared to take meals as they
come. The food is generally excellent, delicious and plentyful.
Amenities and Toilet Breaks: Your accommodation has private bathroom
facilities (other than when in home stays where there are shared facilities).
We will stop for toilet breaks in restaurants if possible, but there will be quite
a few “bush toilet” stops where there is cover of trees or bushes for privacy.
Activity Level: There will be walking
for sightseeing and we would expect you to be of a reasonable level of fitness to
be able to cope with any discomfort from driving for up to 5-8 hours in a “rough”
vehicle. These are not modern modes of transportation. You will be exposed to
the elements as the cars or bikes are not enclosed. Some days it might take us up
to 12 hours from when we leave accommodation in the morning to when we
arrive to the next accommodation at night. Hotels and restaurants can be tall,
narrow buildings and may not have elevators so you may have to climb 4 floors
carrying your own bags to your room.
Weather: Around Hanoi the temperatures will be around 25-35 degrees C—Further north in the Sapa area around 16-23
degrees C. In the far north, September is the end of the rainy season so there still is a good chance of rain—don’t be
surprised if it’s clear and sunny in the morning and heavy rainfall in the afternoon, however, we have chosen this time as it
is the best photographically for the rice harvest.
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